
March 13, 2015 

 

Dear Senator Farrow and Senate Education Reform Committee: 
 

On behalf of the District administration and Board of Education, we are writing to 
express our continued support for Senate Bill 1, and our deep concerns with the 
proposed Amendment to Assembly Bill 1. 
 

As our testimony before the Senate Education Reform Committee reflected, we 
believe we should be held accountable, but in a way that is fair and accurately 
reflects our schools. We continue to support the Senate’s accountability bill which 
does the following: 
 

 Maintains the Current Performance Categories. Evidence has clearly shown that grades are an 
insufficient way to evaluate the academic performance of children. By extension, if the 
objective of the school report card is to increase the public’s understanding of how schools are 
performing, then grades are an inadequate means of meeting that objective as well. 

 Rejects sanctions. Research suggests that a more effective path of improvement would be 
focusing on evidence-based interventions and supports to help low-performing schools raise 
their achievement levels. 

 Maintains a common assessment. In order to compare “apples to apples,” all schools receiving 
taxpayer dollars should use the same assessment for accountability purposes. Multiple 
assessments are certain to reduce validity, transparency and reliability when comparing the 
performance of different schools. Multiple tests will likely lead to greater confusion for parents 
and other stakeholders. Trust in the accountability system is a must. 

 

Every day we are amazed at our students’ stories and how our schools are educating global 
citizens.  We would like to share the following story which exemplifies this point, while also 
demonstrating why grading schools is an inaccurate and potentially harmful way to measure schools. 
 

In a recent email, Rose Turba, a parent of an East High School graduate (which under Assembly Bill 1 
would be a “D” school) shared the following: 
 

I wanted to relay a story from my phone conversation with Sophia yesterday morning.  As you 
know, she is a freshman at the University of Notre Dame.  I recounted to Sophia my conversation 
with a high school parent whose daughter got a '5' on the AP US History exam last spring.  Her 
daughter, being the only one at her high school to achieve this score, was the sole name listed 
on the "Wall of Awesomeness" in the AP US History classroom under the year, 2014.   I knew 
that Sophia had gotten no such recognition for her hard earned 5 on the same exam a few years 
ago.  I asked Sophia if that bothered her.  This is what she said: 

 

“Mom, that's not what East is about.  East is about being the best 'you,' you can be.  My 5 was 
no more ‘awesome’ than the dyslexic kid's 3 on the same exam.  It's no greater achievement 
than a kid, who speaks English as a second language, getting an 'A' on an English exam.  For 
some kids showing up for math class every day for a month is an awesome achievement. That's 
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why they don't have a ‘Wall of Awesomeness’ at East.  You can't put those kinds of things on a 
wall." 

 

I realize more each day that East has given Sophia a perspective and a humility that she would 
not have, if she had attended a school with a more homogeneous demographic.  I have to think 
this perspective will stay with her lifelong, as those adolescent experiences tend to shape all of 
us.  I am very grateful to East for creating an atmosphere that fosters this kind of understanding. 

 

Rose Turba’s daughter will have a wonderful future ahead of her, grounded in an educational 
experience that recognizes that we all have our own unique gifts and challenges. We are confident that 
Sophia and her parents would disagree that East High School is a failing school. 
 

As the Senate Education Reform Committee and Assembly Education Committee work to find a 
compromise between the two bills, we ask that you please remember that labeling a school is not just 
grading the teachers and District leadership; you are also publicly labeling the families and their 
children who attend those schools. 
 
Respectfully, 

     

Dr. Brenda Warren    Michelle Langenfeld, Ed.D. 
School Board President   Superintendent of Schools and Learning 

 

cc: Senator Frank Lasee, Senator Rob Cowles, Senator Dave Hansen, Representative Eric Genrich, 
Representative John Macco, Representative David Steffen and Representative Joel Kitchens 


